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his state of excommunication, as usurper of the terri-
tories of the Church. Only on Ms giving full satisfac-
tion on both points, the instantaneous release of the
prisoners, especially the Archbishop of Salerno, and his
surrender of all the lands of the Eoman See, was the
Bishop of Sutri empowered to grant absolution ; other-
wise Philip could only receive it as a suppliant from
the Pope himself. Thus the first act of the aspirant to
the Empire was to be an acknowledgment of almost
the highest pretensions of the Papal supremacy, a con-
demnation of his brother's policy, the cession of the
lands of the Countess Matilda. Innocent had chosen a
German by birth, perhaps from his knowledge of the
language, for this important Legation, in full confidence,
no doubt, that the interests of the Church would quench
all feelings of nationality. But either from this nation-
ality, from weakness, or love of peace, the Bishop of
Sutri allowed himself to be persuaded by Philip to
stretch to the utmost, if not to go beyond, his instruc-
tions. Philip consented in vague words to the amplest
satisfaction; and on this general promise, obtained a
secret absolution from the Legate. Innocent disclaimed
his weak envoy; afterwards degraded Tn'm from his
See, and banished him to a remote monastery, where he
died in shame and grief.1

Yet Philip stood absolved by one representing the
Papal authority. This objection to the validity of his
election was removed; and in most other respects
his superiority was manifest. The largest and most
powerful part of the Empire acknowledged him ; his
army was the strongest; the treasures which his brother
had brought from Sicily were lavished with successful
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